Dear Parents:
I would like to thank the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) and specifically Dr. Barbara
Weller, the consultant assigned to St. Rose for their support and advice as we continue to build
our STEM lab. Dr. Weller spent the day with us on Tuesday and guided our students and
coached our teachers through MakerSpace activities and experiments in our STEM lab. The
students showed off their engineering knowledge while the teachers directed them to practical
science applications and enjoyable activities. Dr. Weller was impressed as we move forward in
our quest to expose our students to more 21st century learning experiences.
A Lenten Reflection from Loyola Press:

Just think about this: God, the creator of our vast universe, made each of us in his own
image and likeness to be his friend and to cooperate with God in the great adventure of
developing this planet. Moreover, after thousands of years of seeing how often human
beings mess things up, God still delights in us so much that God became one of us in
Jesus of Nazareth. God becomes as vulnerable as any one of us, and, as far as we can
tell, God had no other motive than love for us. Even when human beings killed God’s
Son, God did not give up on us, did not withdraw the offer of friendship. God delights in
us that much.
I invite you to spend a few minutes each day of Lent with the Living Lent Daily series
from Loyola Press. In these daily reflections from my writings, you will have a chance
not only to ponder God’s generous offer of friendship, but also to engage in relationship
with God.
Lent is a great time to give God a chance to convince you of his desire for your
friendship. Traditionally Lent has been a time of engaging in practices of penance or
prayer that will ready us to experience, more and more deeply, the almost unbelievable
love and generosity of God toward us wayward human beings. I hope you will make the
reading and prayer of Living Lent Daily a part of your Lenten journey this year.
The really nice thing about this practice is that it will not take a great deal of time from
your busy day. But you will, I hope, find it enriching to spend a few minutes each day
reading and communicating with God about your reactions to the day’s reflection. If you
do this regularly, I can promise you that on Easter Sunday you will be on more friendly
terms with God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Regards,
William A. Barry, SJ
God Bless,
Mr. Guito

--------------------------------------------------------------------From the Jesuit Loyola Press:
Gospel Reading
Mark 1:12-15
Jesus is tempted in the desert by Satan.
Family Connection
The announcement that Jesus makes as he begins his preaching in today’s Gospel is
recalled on Ash Wednesday at the signing with ashes: “Repent and believe in the gospel.”
This is our challenge for Lent; indeed, it is the challenge of our entire life. During Lent, we
are invited to strengthen and to renew the promises that we made at our Baptism, to reject
Satan and sin so as to live as children of God. Through the grace of God that we received at
Baptism, we follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit and know that with Jesus’ help, we
will be victorious over sin.
As you gather as a family, talk about the importance of Baptism. At our Baptism, our sins
were forgiven, and we promised to live as children of God. As part of the Rite of Baptism,
we rejected sin and Satan. Read today’s Gospel, Mark 1:12-15. During Lent, we renew the
promises of our Baptism, turning again from sin and promising to follow God. Light a
candle, perhaps a candle used at one of your family member’s Baptisms, and pray together
the Act of Contrition.
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15 - Early Dismissal - PD Day - 12:20 PM - Teacher Professional Development
16 - No School - Spirituality Day for Teachers
19 - No School - Presidents’ Day
20 - First Eucharist Parent Meeting - 7:00 PM (Option 1)
26 - First Eucharist Parent Meeting - 7:00 PM (Option 2)
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1 - Open House
2 - First Friday Mass - Virtue Breakfast; 7th & 8th Grade Dance
7 - Dismissal 12:20 PM Professional Development
5-9 - IOWA Testing Grades 2-8
11 - Fourth Grade Class Mass
13 - PTA Meeting - 7:00 PM
16 – Report Cards
17 - First Eucharist Parent and Child Retreat Day
28 - Fourth and Fifth Grade Retreat 12:20 PM Dismissal - All others no school
28-April 8 - Easter Break

